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of Russian objects of art and of cultural value, and privy to
the moral collapse of the country. I have described conditions
as I found them at the time in Moscow and Petrograd in my
pamphlet Europe and Soviet Russia, which was published at
Riga (R. Ruetz & Co., 1921) after my return.
It is true that the Governments of the bourgeois states soon
put an end to these activities of their nationals; but it is also
true that it was on a business footing that foreigners coming to
Russia met the representatives of the Soviet State—whether
the business was of a political or an economic nature. This in
itself was a fact calculated to dull the sympathy of visitors from
the bourgeois states for the fate of the famine victims. This was
the case, for example, when, at the time of the N E p, a former
German Chancellor took over the control of a Russo-Gennan
trading company. Things have not changed since; the only
difference is that private interests have been replaced by the
economic interests of the states.
On my return to Riga I published in the Rigasche Rundschau
an article called "At the eleventh hour"1 in which I described
the imminent Russian catastrophe and made suggestions for
combating it on a purely humanitarian basis.2 Shortly after I
had the satisfaction of finding the foreign organ of the Russian
-Government, the Novy Puty (New Ways), expressing the
agreement of Soviet circles with my suggestions. A conference
called soon after by the Red Cross also adopted resolutions
in this sense. These resolutions provided the foundation for
Nansen's Russian relief work, which, together with the great
American relief organizations, saved the lives of innumerable
persons. If this help from America and Europe had not been
forthcoming, the victims of the Russian catastrophe would
1 Cf. Europa und Sovietrussland, Ruetz & Co., Riga, 1921.
8 I would also mention in this connection that I was enabled to establish
contact with Fritjof Nansen, Prince Carl of Sweden, Professor Lujo Bren-
tano and other eminent men in the matter of Russian relief. In the summer
of 1922 I was also permitted to publish articles on the Russian famine from
the purely humanitarian standpoint in a special Russianissue vfiheManckester
Guardian* edited by Mr. J« M. Keynes.
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